l Closeup on the region —[

Kalispell experiment a year later:
Did $1 a day keep the stork away"

lS al For a solid mmunth hshg!:d o
nothing to do with the e

Teen ﬂge glr Say Tnor was lhr%ng at home; hemgther fed

support hasbeen more  andbathed the child intead.

' And then, just as quicly, Joann

lmp()["'ant t.han caSh snapped out of it, she sys.

Moments after she tds this story,
?5:::%1‘.:%:3? she walks next door 10 ‘he Nurtury

day care center in Kalisell to
retrieve Dillon. Outsid¢she
balances him on her hijwhile the
other young mothers tge turns
cooing at him and ticklhg him
under his chin and lauging with
delight at the way his utamed
yellow hair wafts like ctton candy
in the chilly breeze.

KALISPELL — Joann Phillips, 18,
a striking blonde, is recalling the
worst time she has endured with
her son, Dillon, who was conceived
by accident in “a first date kind of
thing."

"'l was the happiest mother — up
until he was two months old,” p
Joann is saying. “He’s just a year tode,” Joann

And then one day a friend of hers  says, smiling down at hr birthday
announced that he was planningto  boy.
go out and paint the town. There
was no way Joann could join him.
The baby was waiting.

“And I went home that n.ight and :
I just lost it,” she says. “And [ non-profit organizatiothat offers
thought ‘Maybe I should just give programs for parents ad children,
him up for adoption." " decided to try an expement: For

As one small stab aginst the
epidemic of teen-age pignancy,
The Nurturing Center, private,

an entire year, it would

teen-age mothers a dolIar a day not

to get pregnant again.

No major strings attached. Just
cold cash, doled out in $7 weekly

increments. An outright bribe in
return for responsible behavior,

In another few weeks the money

will run out. Has the experiment
worked?

The Nurturing Center would say

that it has.
Well, sort of.

Of the dozen young mothers who

enrolled in the program, two
dropped out. Three of the

remaining 10 wound up pregnant

again. Two of them suffered
miscarriages. The third had an
abortion.

So, okay, the track record isn't
perfect, admits Susan
Christofferson, the center’s
executive director. Without the
program, she believes, it would

See PREGNANCY, 5A

Marissa Tilton helps get 15-month-old daughter Jasmine
ready for the ride home in Kalispell. Marissa, 17, just moved
into her own apartment. She has a part-time ]ob but also
qualifies for $150 a month in food stamps.
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Teens: Seekmg

FROM IA
have been worse,

Over peanut butter crackers and
punch, Erin Heinzen, 18, is describ-
ing for the other mothers a confer-
ence she attended the previous Sat-
urday, courtesy of The Nurturing
Center.

“It was rad,” she effuses, her face
glowing, her hands waving about in
the light streaming in from the late
afternoon sun. They are pale, child-
like hands. Most of the bright red
polish on her nails has chipped
away.

“We got to figure out what color
personality you are: orange, gold,
blue or green. I'm orange: I'm IN-
TENSE!" Erir. is saying.

“We figured out how to adapt to
other people’s colors. It was really
cool, And then we had an swesome
lunch.”

Every Wednesday aftermoon the
mothers meet for an hour ard a half,
to pick up their checks and to talk
about whatever. Mostly it's & time to
unload, to commiserate atout the
burdens of rearing babiss who
never, «ver give
you a day off,
who runthrough
30-40 cestly dia-
pers a week, who
sometines cry
and cry and ery
until yau think
they ae never

Eoing te stop.
The Wed-
nesday gather-

ing “is more of a support froup. We
don't just talk about sx,” says
Shanna Blodgertt, 20, the only mar-
ried mom in the group.

“It gives you somebodr to talk to,”
nods Tera Morris, 20, mether of 214-
year-old Tyler,

aeses

The problem of teen-age preg-
nancy has been explocing quietly in
America for two decades. Now, sud-
denly, it's in the ssotlight. Teen
pregnancy is one reison we're be-
coming a fatherless society, experts
tell us, I's where m entirely new
generation of welfae sputters to a
start.

Nationwide, an :stimated 1 mil-
lion teen-age girls yecome pregnant
each year, according to the Alan
Giittmacher Instiute. That's 12 per-
vent of all girls between 15and 19; 2
fifth of all teen-age girls who've had
sexual intercourse.

Montana’s percentage is slightly
higher.

The number of teen gregmncies
in this state actually dropped by
nearly a third from 1880 to 1992,
from 2,786 to 1,973, according to

support from the group

state officials. Even so, of the 13,959
pregnancies recorded in Montana in
1992, 14 percent were to teen-agers.

A third of their pregnancies ended
in abortion or miscarriage. Two
thirds of the rest were born to math-
ers aged 18 or 18, who are legally
considered adults.

Another 400 babies a year were
born to high school-age girls. Still
another dozen babies made mothers
out of girls who were younger than
15.

LT

The obvious question: Why would
a young girl already experiencing
the trials and tribulations of mother-
hood have to be paid a penny, much
less a dollar a day, to avoid another
pregnancy?

The Nurturing Center program,
incidentally, is privately funded; no
taxpayer dollars are involved. For

Eric Hommer phote
Joann Phillips, 18, says she had a lot of adjusting to doafter she
had her son, DI“OI"I now 2, She considered giving hin up for
adoption, but is glad now she didn't,

every year a teen-age mither goes
without having a second child, “we
save (Aid to Families wih Depen-
dent Children) and Medicaid,”
Christofferson rationalizes.

But, anyway, the dollar ¢ day was
a gimmick, she now corcedes, a
form of bait hoisted out 1o reel the
girls in. The mothers echo rer claim:
The money didn't matter. It's the
weekly talks that have madea differ-
ence. In fact, they plan to rontinue
meeting even after the moiey runs
out.

Still, ask them how they'e spent
the proceeds and a wall & defen-
siveness, invisible but mipable,
rises.

“Diapers,” one girl blurts wt.

“Clothes.”

“Aroof over your hesdl'

That's -19-year-oid Judy Brooks
talking. The mother of 15month-old

""What we're offering is support. This is not
about making judgments — good, bad or

indifferent.”

Each week the young women "‘come

a little bit closer to becoming more mature, less
damaged and more likely to become

successful.”

— Susan Christotferson

executive director of The Nurturing Center

Mattishia, she qualifies for $332 a
month in welfare. Maybe it was
supposed to be a gimmick, but the
dollar a day helps.

"You have to buy so much it's
unreal,” Jody mutters darkly.
*You're lucky il you get a pair of
underwear out of the deal.”

Don't get her wrong: Babies can
be a blast. Motherhood is “not as
bad as it's portrayed,” she insists,

But, like almost all of the girls
here, Jody considers herself an acci-
dental mom,

Before, “1 thought *I'm never hav-
ing kids. I'm never getting married.
I'm going to be
an old spinster
woman,'” she
recalls.

Erin, mother
of 2 12-year-old
Daphne, felt the
same way. “lwas
going to gradu-
ate and | was go-
ing to join the
Navy,” she says
matter of factly. “When | was 35, |
was going to have a baby."

She pauses for effect. “And then
things changed.”

Her story sounds familiar. The
mothers seated around her laugh,

Heinzen

Community reaction to the dollar-
a-day program has been guarded at
best. In an editorial last March
Kalispell's newspaper, The Daily In
ter Lake, said it found “something
disturbing” about the concept.

“It apparently is offered in a moml
vacuum, absent any value system
which these immature girls md
boys so obviously need,” the news-
paper chided.

Christofferson was stung by the
criticism.

“What we're offering is suport,”
she says. “This is not about making

judgments — good, bad o indiffer-
ent.” Each week, she says, the girls
“come a little bit closer to becoming
more mature, less damaged and
more likely to become successful. "

The problem of teen prignancy
isn‘t abating, agrees Cathy
MeDevitt, principal of Fathead
HighSchool in Kalispell,

“1 think our community is a =flec-
tion of the whole society,” shesays.
*“Wedo have more than our share of
students who get pregnant ant do
have a baby during their high sctoo)
years, and there are students who
don’t come here who we're awaresf
in fhe community, who aren't e.
rolled in any schooling at all.”

Gut of a student body of 1,600,
Flethead High has four pregnant
students enrolled in classes,
MeDevitt says, Ten more have al-
ready had babies this year,

cenns

The girls — they are women, re-
aly — can quickly tick off the les-
sons they've learned.

* When a boyfriend pledges eter-
sal devotion, take it with a major
grain of salt

* Sex education is badly needed.
“They need to teach you how to put
on a condom,” Shanna says.

# If a pharmacist tries to bully you
out of buying condoms, don’t back
down, (“My sister tried to buy a box
of condoms and they carded her,”
Erin protests.) There's no law for-
bidding the sale of condoms to
teens.

® Think hard before you have a
baby. “I'd say, “Take my kid for a
couple of days and see what it'slike,’
" Shanna suggests.

® Once you've had a baby, switch
to dark clothes. “Two days after
Daphne was born,” Erin says, “I
bought white jeans and white silk
shirt — and bbllaaiihh.” She mimics
the sound of a habw snitting un.

Crying dolls
offer fine
simulation
of babies

By Tribune staft

Put away the flour babies

If you really want to giveaigh
schoolers an inkling of vhat
life with a baby is like, give
them a Baby Think it Overdoll
instead.

Far more futuristic — ard no
doubt lighter — than heir
four-filled predecessors, hink
it Over dolls are progranmed
to cry at regular interval in-
cluding the wee hours. (Dasn't
hurt to add a little sleep dpri-

vation to the mix.)
The only way to stop the
wailing is to insert a specia key
into the doll.
If a stu-
dent  has
left Baby
Think it
Over too

far away

to hear ‘

the cryving ’ {
and fails

to stop it,

a light flashes on in an intruc-
tor's house — proof thi the
pretend baby is bein; ne-
glected.

“They're pretty fancy, said
wsan Christofferson, «ecu-
tie director of The Nunring
Ceter in Kalispell.

“he private, non-| profibrga-
nizejon has ordered fivdiaby
Thirs it Over dolls: twovhite
male, two white female and
one ark-skinned doll it opes
will jass for a Native Am-
erican

Theyll be used in cojunc-
tion wity public talks a grup of
teen-agumothers taking prt in
a Nuriuing Center prgram
hope to tart making sen to
point out'he realities oteen.
age parenhood.

The I\urqnng Centers the
first and ons entity in Matana
to order &e dolls, hris-
tofferson saic
“We were te [ast staten the
U.S. to inquiz about tem,”
she added wryl,




